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been defeated; India was loyal, the self-governing colonies offered their homage. The Queen's Ministers were men whom she trusted, and who could be trusted to uphold the dignity and prestige of Great Britain in Europe and over the seas.
The occasion marked the first effort to bring the self-governing dominions, or colonies as they were still called, into council with the Imperial Government. The Colonial Ministers who came as delegates to the Jubilee assembled in conference, discussed various legal and technical questions and were addressed by Lord Salisbury, who deprecated all ambitious constitutional schemes, and described the plans for Imperial Federation, which were already in the air, as" nebulous matter which in the course of ages would cool down, into material and practical results." In the present age he was not for a general Union or a Zollverein—an Empire behind a tariff wall—but for a Kriegsverein—a combination for purposes of self-defence. He dwelt on the importance of the " shield thrown over the colonies by the Imperial connexion," and said that their unity rested on the " most solid and reasonable foundations of self-interest and security."
Local Government
In domestic politics the chief achievements of the Government were the reform of local government by the Act of 1888, which established elective Councils in the Counties and County Boroughs of Great Britain, and the abolition of fees in elementary schools (1891). The London County Council, which was established by a special Act, astonished and alarmed its parents by falling into the hands of a vigorous Progressive majority, largely influenced by Fabian Socialists, which did important and useful work for London during the next twenty years. Its first chairman was Lord Rosebery, who greatly added to his own reputation by the skill and energy with which 'he launched the new authority on its career, Eleven years later (1899) another Unionist Government passed another Act creating twenty-eight London Boroughs, each with its separate mayor and municipality—largely, it was thought at the time, to limit the activities and ambitions of the County Counciler a similar agreement, France recognized British influence between the Niger and Lake Chad in return for British recognition of the French Protectorate over Madagascar, and French influence in the^Sahara and the North-West. This was far from the end of the story, Even more exciting phases were to come when^Cecil Rhodes appeared on the at one moment inclined to do so.Turkish misrule for the convenience of Great Britain and Austria, and his agitation in the end proved fatal to the Government of Lord Beaconsfield which had adopted that policy. But this was two years after the event. Had Mr. Gladstone prevailed at the time arxd induced the Powers to co-operate in setting up a tolerable Government for the Christian subjects of the Turk, the whole
